
Humboldt Research Fellowships for 

Postdoctoral Researchers in Germany, 2016-

2017 

Humboldt Foundation grants approximately 500 research fellowships annually. Fellowships are 

awarded for postdoctoral researchers who have completed their doctorate in the last four years to 

carry out a long-term research project (6-24 months) at a research institution in Germany. 

The aim of the fellowships are to enable and encourage academically able students from any 

nationality. 

Humboldt Foundation promote academic cooperation between excellent scientists and scholars 

from abroad and from Germany. 

Applicants from outside the home country will often need to meet specific English 

language/other language requirements in order to be able to study there. 

Course Level: Fellowships are available for postdoctoral researchers to carry out a long-term 

research project (6-24 months) at a research institution in Germany. 

Study Subject(s): Applicants choose their own research projects and their host in Germany and 

prepare their research plan independently. Details of the research project and the time schedule 

must be agreed upon with the prospective host in advance. 

Scholarship Award: The fellowship is worth 2,650 EUR per month. This includes a mobility 

lump sum and a contribution towards health and liability insurance. Additional benefits for 

research fellows: 

-lump sum for the fellow’s travel expenses if the costs are not borne by a third party; 

-language fellowship for an intensive language course lasting two to four months at selected 

language institutes in Germany immediately prior to the actual period of research; language 

fellowships may also be granted to accompanying marital partners. 

-family allowances for accompanying family members staying at least three months (monthly 

allowance: up to 326 EUR for marital partners and up to 234 EUR for each child); 

-for single-parents: flat-rate allowance for accompanying children (under the age of 18) for stays 

of at least three months (400 EUR per month for the first child and 100 EUR per month for every 

additional child); 

-additional extension of the fellowship up to 12 months for research fellows accompanied by 

children under the age of 12; 

-a subsidy towards research costs to be paid to the hosts in Germany amounting to 800 EUR per 

month (for research projects in the natural sciences and engineering) and 500 EUR (for research 

projects in the humanities and social sciences); 

-Europe allowance for a research stay at a research institute in another European country (though 

not the research fellow’s own country); for a designated period in the course of the fellowship if 

necessary to ensure the success of the research project; 

-extensive alumni sponsorship once a successful research stay has come to an end, especially for 

maintaining contacts with collaborative partners in Germany during the Humboldtian’s entire 

academic career. 

Scholarship can be taken at: Germany 

http://scholarship-positions.com/category/research-scholarships/
http://scholarship-positions.com/postdoctoral-fellowships-india-2014/2014/05/03/
http://scholarship-positions.com/category/postdoctoral-fellowships-positions-jobs/
http://scholarship-positions.com/2013-2014-postgraduate-courses-for-professionals-with-relevance-to-developing-countries-germany/2012/03/20/


Eligibility: 

-Doctorate or comparable academic degree (Ph.D., C.Sc. or equivalent), completed less than four 

years prior to the date of application. Candidates who have nearly completed their doctoral 

degrees are eligible to apply provided that they submit the manuscript of their dissertation or 

publications containing the results of their dissertation. 

-Academic publications reviewed according to international standards and printed in journals 

and/or by publishing houses. 

-Confirmation that research facilities are available and mentoring agreement and a detailed 

expert’s report by an academic host at a research institution in Germany. Details of the research 

outline including information on the intended duration of the fellowship must be agreed with the 

intended host before applying. 

-Expert reviews from the doctoral supervisor and one other academic qualified to give well-

founded comments on the applicant’s eligibility, preferably including a reviewer not working at 

the applicant’s own institute. 

-Language skills: scholars in the humanities or social sciences and physicians must have a good 

knowledge of German if it is necessary to carry out the research successfully; otherwise a good 

knowledge of English; scientists and engineers must have a good knowledge of German or 

English. 

-Applications to continue a research stay already underway can only be considered in 

exceptional cases. The applicant may not have spent an extended period in Germany prior to 

application. Potential applicants who have been in Germany for more than six months at the time 

of application are not eligible to apply. 

Nationality: Scientists and scholars of all nationalities may apply for these fellowships. 

College Admission Requirement 

Entrance Requirement: Doctorate or comparable academic degree (Ph.D., C.Sc. or equivalent), 

completed less than four years prior to the date of application. Candidates who have nearly 

completed their doctoral degrees are eligible to apply provided that they submit the manuscript 

of their dissertation or publications containing the results of their dissertation. 

Test Requirement: No 

English Language Requirements: Applicants from outside the home country will often need to 

meet specific English language/other language requirements in order to be able to study there. 

Germany Scholarships 

Supporting Material: The completed application form, including the necessary additional 

documents, should be submitted at least four to seven months ahead of the prospective selection 

date. 

How to Apply: Applications can only be submitted online. The completed application form, 

including the necessary additional documents, should be submitted at least four to seven months 

ahead of the prospective selection date. 

Online Application 

Application Deadline: Applications may be sent at any time. Selection committee meetings take 

place three times a year, in March, July and November. Applications should be submitted at least 

four to seven months ahead of the prospective selection meeting. 

http://scholarship-positions.com/category/germany-scholarships/
https://www.humboldt-foundation.de/pls/web/pub_register.main?p_package=hfst&p_lang=en
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